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COORDINATING COMMITTEE

RECORD _OF DISCUSSION

o

THE EXPORT OF CABLES TO THE U.S.S.R.

19th March, 1959

Present: Belgium (Luxembourg), Canada; Denmerk, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Netherlands, United Kingdom, United States.

References: COCOM Documents 3436 and Addendum, 3444; 3450, 3451, 3452,
: 3464 and 3470,

1. In reply to a question by the Chairmen, the FRENCH Delegate ¢onfirmed the
position adopted by his authorities, namely, that once a liccnce had bedn issued
it could not be withdrawn; ho was ncveortholess able to inform the Committec that
this matter was now under discussion at a very high lovel and he undortook to
transmit the result of thosc consultations as soon as he kneow it,

2+ The GERMAN Delegate said that his authorities would be most grateful to
the French Government if they could withdraw the authorisation they had ziven.
Being particularly concernzd, in the face of the pregont situation, about the
future of mutual cooperation in the ficld of strategic controls, the Gorman
authoritics were roady to hold up all action on roquests addrossed to the Gorman
industry until the noxt discussion of tho problom in tho Committoe. However,
this docision, which had boen taken rcluctantly and in spite of very strong
economic pressure, was subject to a similer undertoking by other intorested
Govornments; it was obvious that such a conccssion by Germany would be useless
unless the same attitude were adopted by the othor participating countrics.
Thus, cven 1f the Fronch Government did not reconsidor their decision, the
Gorman authoritics would stispend all action wntil tho 13th April on condition
that the other countrics gave the samo assuranco.

3. The ITALIAN and JAPANESE Dclogates thanked thoir French colleaguc for
undertoking to give the Committoe specdy information as to the result of the
consultations being undertaken by his authorities. They rescrved their
position on the German proposal until this result should be knowm.

b The BELGIAN Delcgaté stated that his Government rescrved the right to
judge the expedicncy of granting the liconce for which they had been asked.
He would rccommend to his authoritics that thoy should wait until the 13th
April to take a docision, but he was not in a position to foresce how they
would receive the German proposal,

5. The UNITED STATES Delogate stated that the quostion at present tnder
discussion was being studiod by cminent auvthcrities in his country. After
noting with satisfaction that tho French Govornment were oxamining the problem
afresh at a high level, the Dolegote cxpresscd the hope that positive results
would be achioved. The United States Delogation wero grateful to the German
authoritics for tho attitude they had docided to adopt despite the commorcial
prossurcs and internal difficulties to which this matter had doubtless givon
rise; they hopod that the othor Member Governmemts would be in a position to
support the German proposal and that by the 13th 4pril the Committco would be
able to cstablish a morc satisfactory sitation,
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6, The GERMAN Delegate stressed that on the 13th April the Committee would
need not only to solve the question of tho dofinitions involved but, should the
Fronch Government not have withdrawn the licenco which had beon issucd, tho
Committoe would also have to tako into congidoration various othor rcquests
conccrning the seme material,

T Tho CHAIRMAN drew tho attontion of Delogations to the possible gravity

of any action takon by a Membor Government tp to the rcoponing of the discussion.
Ho invitcd Dologations to ask for instructlons as to tho positions which they
would have to adopt in the two cventualitics of a positive or a nogative roply
from tho Fronch Governmont,

8. Tho JAPANESE Dolcgate stated that ho would rcport the Committce!s
prococdings to his Governmont, but that he was not in a position to agk for
frosh instructions without taking the French position into account, The
Dologatc cxprosscd his lively appreciation of the %orman Dclogation's cfforts
to safoguard the uniform application of tho controls, but ho stresscd that,
in tho absoncc of an imdication to the contrdry, onoc Mcbor Goveornmonb was
taking unilatoral action, and 1t socmed difficult in consoquonce to insist
that othor Mombor Governménts should mako a grotuitous sacrifico.

Qe Thoe FRENCH Dolegato, roplying to his Japanosc collcaguo's final
obscrvation, underlined the fact that thorc had not beon unilatoral action
on the part of the Freach Govornment, but a decision to oxport upon the
odvico of highly qualified expoerts who had roachecd the conclusion that the
itoms conccrnod were not of a strategic nature., It should be borne in

mind that in order to safeguard uniformity of application of the controls,
tho Fronch Governmont had undertaken not to accept now orders for an item
which thoy still considercd harmlecss, until such time as unanimous agrccmont
should be reached in the Committeo,

10, Tn the course of a further exchange of views it appeared that tho
BELGIAN, ITALIAN and JAPANESE Delegations werc not ablo to onter into a
firm undortoking on behalf of their Governments to suspchnd all action on
the roquests they had rocolved; these Delegations nevertheless undertock
to forword to their authorities without dola;y the result of the doy's
discussion.

11. The COMMITTEE agreed to resume tho debato on the 23rd March, by
which date ‘thoy hoped to have jnformotion as to the decision taken by the
French Government.
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